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HIMSTA1\T]0N  mmH  DISTRICT  COMCIL 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 

the  year  ended  31st  December, 1970 

Mr. Chairman,  ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  report  for  1970. 

The  Urban  District  continued  to  gain  in  popularity  as  a holiday  resort 
and  as  a place  of  retirement.  The  annual  survey  taken  in  August 
recorded  1,499  caravans,  compared  with  1,424  the  previous  year;  an 
increase  of  The  number  of  tents  had  also  increased  to  189  from 

153  in  1969. 

The  deaths,  as  in  previous  years,  outnumbered  the  births, 
there  being  15  more  deaths  than  births.  92^^'^  of  the  deaths  occurred 
in  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  No  deaths  were  notified  below  the 
age  of  35  years.  Ischaemic  heart  disease  was  recorded  as  the  largest 
single  cause  of  death. 

The  births  - numbering  59  - showed  an  increase  on  the 
previous  six  years,  but  the  birth  rate  at  12.0  per  1000  population 
remained  below  the  national  and  the  adjusted  county  rates  of  I6  and 
16.1  respectively. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  the  lowest  ever 
recorded.  Only  measles  on  four  occasions,  and  infective;,  hepatitis  on 
two  occasions,  were  notified. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  and  the  staffs  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  the  Local  Health  Office,  for  their  continuous  interest, 
support  and  help  throughout  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


L.G.P00LE,M.B.,Ch.B.,D.P.H.  ,D.T.II.  & H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION 


I 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  The  District  covers  1,498  acres  including  434  acres 

of  foreshore. 

Population  The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population 

in  1970  vra,s  4»210, 


Year 

1961 

1962 

1963 

VO 

OV 

1 — 1 

1365 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Estimated  Mid- 
Year  Population 

4840 

4900 

3810 

3940 

1 

4060 



4140 

4200 

4230 

4210 

4210 

Births  The  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  was  59* 

Deaths  The  deaths  numbered  74  during  the  same  period. 


Number  of  1»585  at  1st  April, 1970 » compared  with  1,638  at 

Inhabited  Houses;  1st  April, I969. 


Rateable  Value  of 

the  District  : € 231,262 

Product  of  a 

Penny  Rate  : £ 9OO 

Meteorological  Factors.  The  information  shov/n  in  the  following  table 
has  been  acquired  by  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Mele  of  Docking,  from 
recordings  made  at  Docking. 


Month 

Mean 

daily 

maximun 

Temp. 

Op 

Mean 

daily 

minimum 

Temp. 

Op 

Mean 

daily 

Tpinn . 

Highest 

Maximum 

Temp. 

Lowest 

Minimum 

Temp. 

Total 
rain- 
fall ■ 

Max 

Rain 

imum 

fall 

Op 

Op 

Date 

Op 

Date 

in 

inches 

ins 

Date 

Jan. 

40.0 

32.7 

36.3 

46 

10th, 12th, 

13th, 15th, 

l6th. 

21 

7th, 8th 

1.47 

0.19 

15th 

Feb. 

38.3 

29.2 

33.8 

48 

21st , 22nd 

24 

l^th, 

17th. 

1.71 

0.24 

22nd 

Mar. 

41.6 

30.7 

36.1 

94 

20th 

21 

8th 

_1..51 

0.46 

11th 

Apr. 

47.4 

35.7. 

41.5 

61 

17th 

28 

3rd 

2.83 

0.65 

12th 

May 

^1.4 

45.3 

93.4 

78 

28  th 

37 

14th 

0.60 

0.25 

28th 

June 

70.5 

52.2 

61.3 

81 

8th,  20th. 

46 

2nd, 5th 

2.48 

2.04 

27th 

July 

68.2 

51.9 

60.1 

84 

7th 

46 

2nd,20tl 
21st . 

1,1.91 

0.35 

2nd 

Aug. 

67.6 

52.8 

^0.2 

75 

1st  ,3rd, 

13th. 

44 

18th 

1.46 

0.80 

19th 

Sept. 

64.5 . . 

50.2 

97-4 

74 

28th 

43 

12th 

0.87 

0.31 

8th 

Oct . 

55.8 

44.0 

49-9 

69 

11th 

36 

27th 

1.90 

0.51 

27th 

Nov. 

47.8 

37  ._3 . . 

42.6 

97 

2nd 

27 

16th 

r 4.70 

0.66 

1st 

Dec. 

40.8 

31.9 

36.3 

49 

2nd, 3rd 

25 

25th, 

27th. 

1.64 

0.34 

22nd 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  - 1970 

Births 


The  Registrar  General's  figure  for  live  births  for  the 
Urban  District  was  59*  There  were  two  stillbirths. 

Table  showing  the  sex  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate  live  births 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1970 

Legitimate 

Males 

28 

24 

17 

13 

29 

Females 

23 

30 

16 

17 

24 

Total 

51 

94 

33 

30 

__._5_3.i 

Illegitimate 

Males 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

Females 

2 

_ 

3 

3 

3 

Total 

5 

2 

9 

6 

6 

Total  Live  Births 



^ 

LJi 

LiL 

L_ii 

59 

> . ■ . i 

Live  Birth  Rate 


The  crude  rate  was  I4.O  per  1,000  population.  The 
corrected  birth  rate  (using  a comparability  factor  of  0.86)  was  12.0 
per  1,000  population  compared  with  I6.O  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
16.1  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Norfolk. 

Illegitimate  Births 

There  were  6 illegitimate  births  in  1970.  'The  percentage 
of  illegitimate  births  to  the  total  live  births  was  10. 

Still  Births 

There  were  two  stillbirths  in  1970.  The  stillbirth 
rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  was  33.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  13.0,  and  for  the  Administrative  County  of 
Norfolk  13. 


Infant  Deaths 

No  infant  under  one  year  of  age  died  in  1970. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

This  is  calculated  as  the  total  infant  deaths  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births,  and  for  1970  was  zero.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  18.0,  and  for  the  Administrative  County  of 
Norfolk  15. 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate 

This  is  the  total  deaths  in  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births.  The  rate  for  1970  was  zero. 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate 

This  is  the  total  deaths  in  illegitimate  infants  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  The  1970  rate  was  zero. 
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Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

This  is  the  total  deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of 
ELge  per  1,000  live  hirths.  The  rate  for  1970  was  zero. 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

This  is  the  total  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age 
per  1,000  live  hirths.  The  1970  rate  was  zero. 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

This  is  the  combined  total  stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one 
week  of  age  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths.  The  rate  for  1970 
was  33 • 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

No  deaths  occurred  in  1970.  The  rate  was  zero. 

The  following  table  records  the  differing  statistics  over  the 
last  five  years. 


196^ 

1967 

1968 

1970 

Live  Births 

56 

56 

38 

36 

59 

Live  Birth  Rate  - Crude 

13.5 

13.3 

9.0 

8.6 

14.0 

Live  Birth  Rate  - Corrected 

14.3 

11.4 

7.74 

7.4 

12.0 

Illegitimate  Live  Birth  Rate 

9.0 

3.6 

13.2 

17. 

10. 

Still  Births 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate 

0 

0 

0 

27. 

33. 

Total  Live  & Still  Births 

56 

56 

38 

37 

61 

Infant  Deaths 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

17.8 

18. 

0 

28. 

0 

" ” " - Legitimate 

19.6 

18. 5 

0 

33. 

0 

" " •'  - Illegiti- 

mate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

0 

18. 

0 

28. 

0 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

0 

0 

0 

28. 

0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

0 

0 

0 

54. 

33. 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Deaths 


The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  in  the  District  during 
1970  v/as  74  (males  32;  females  42). 

Heart  disease,  with  21  deaths,  caused  28. 4/^  of  all  deaths. 
Cerebro  Vascular  disease,  v/ith  9 deaths,  caused  12.1^0  of  all  deaths. 
Cancer,  with  24  deaths,  caused  32.5%-  of  all  deaths.  93 .2^0  of  all 
deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  55  years  of  age. 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  - 17.6 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  O.7I)  - 12.5 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  national  rate  - I.07 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of  th  >1 

Norfolk  " 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  TiTales  - 11.7 


196^ 

1967 

1968 

19^9 

1970 

Deaths 

58 

67 

90 

76 

74 

Death  Rate  - Crude 

14.0 

16.0 

21.3 

18.1 

17.6 

Death  Rate  - Corrected 

8.5 

10.3 

14.2 

12.3 

12.5 
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Deaths  from  all  causes 


The  Hegistrar  General  has  recorded  the  following  deaths  tabled 
under  the  International  Statistical  Classifications  of  Diseases,  Injuries 
and  Causes  of  Death, I966.  ’JThere  headings  are  omitted  from  the  table, 
there  were  no  deaths  due  to  those  causes. 


Total 

Age 

in  Years 

Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75  & 

Ages 

over 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal 

M 

— 

— 

Cavity,  etc. 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Stomach 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Intestine 

F 

._4. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Lung,  Bronchus 

F 

4 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, Prostate 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Leukaemia 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

M 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

M 

10 

- 

1 

1 

5 

3 

F 

10 

- 

- 

- 

2 

8 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

F 

8 

- 

~ 

- 

1 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

System 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Influenza 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

M 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

M 

3 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito- 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Urinary  System 

F 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Congenital  Anomalies 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

All  Other  Accidents 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Injuries 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

F 

32 

42 

1 

1 

2 

2 

12 

12 

17 

27 

1 
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SEC  TIO  N 


II 


HOTIFIA.BLE  DISB/iSBS 

Six  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  1970» 
Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  past  five  years 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Measles 

15 

91 

14 

13 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

- 

- 

- 

6 

2 

Acute  Encephalitis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Pood  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

Total 

16 

28 

6 

Measles 


Four  cases  were  reported.  The  following  table  shows  the 
distribution  of  the  disease  by  age  groups.  Measles  remains  a 
disease  of  childhood.  The  number  of  children  suffering  from  measles 
has  remained  small  over  the  last  three  years.  Immunisation  has  been 
available  during  this  latter  period. 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970.. 

Under  1 year 

1 

2 

1 - year 

- 

10 

2 

4 

1 

2 - years 

1 

6 

- 

2 

- 

3 - years 

2 

13 

2 

1 

- 

4 - years 

2 

16 

1 

3 

2 

5 - 9 years 

10 

43 

6 

2 

1 

10  -I4  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  -24  years 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

25  - years 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

_11 

91 

14 

13 

4 

Measles  Vaccination 


Immunisation  against  measles  is  offered  by  the  County 
Council.  Supplies  have  been  adequate  throughout  the  year. 


Year  of  Birth 

1970 

1969 

1968 

19&66 

others 

Total 

Hunstanton  U.D. 

. . 

7 

1.  ,,  , „ ■„ 

30 

5 

64 

Rubella  Immunisation 

Immunisation  against  German  Measles  is  offered  by  the 
County  Council  to  girls  who  are  in  their  fourteenth  year  of  age. 
This  immunisation  has  been  introduced  this  year  and  is  given  at 
school.  The  girls  immunised  in  the  District  number  45* 
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Tuberculosis 


No  nerr  case  of  tuberculosis  v/as  reported. 

Incidence  of  Tuberculosis  for  the  past  five  years  is  tabled 

below: - 


New  Cases 

1966 

1?67 

19^9 

1970 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary 

1 

- 

Inward  Transfers 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonaiy 

1 

1 

“ 

— 

— 

Number  on  Register 

Pulmonary 

18 

17 

16 

6 

\ 

6 

at  31st  December 

N on-Pulmonary 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Total 

21 

20 

19 

6 

6 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Iminunisation  against  tuberculosis  is  offered  by  the  County 
Council  to  boys  and  girls  who  are  in  their  fourteenth  year  of  age. 
The  injection  is  given  at  school. 

The  following  table  gives  more  information  by  schools  of 
B.C.G.  vaccination  in  the  District  in  1970* 


School 

Tested 

Read 

Positive 

Negative  and 
Vaccinated 

Hunstanton 
Secondary  Modem 

133 

124 

11 

113 

Glebe  House 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Total 

134 

125 

11 

114 
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Poliomyelitis  Inmiimisation 


The  County  Council  is  the  health  Authority  responsible  for 
organising  the  immunisation  against  polion^relitis.  The  vaccine  is 
given  orally  and  is  usually  commenced  in  infancy  wheh  the  child  is 
between  four  and  six  months  of  age.  A booster  dose  is  offered  at 
school  entry. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  immunised 
against  poliomyelitis  during  1970  in  Hunstanton  Urban  District. 


Age  Groups 

Hunstanton  U.D. 

Children  bom  in  1970 

13 

Children  bom  in  19^9 

19 

Children  bom  in  1968 

5 

Children  bom  in  1967 

1 

Children  bom  I963  - 1966 

1 

Others  under  age  I6  years 

- 

He-inforcing  doses  (children  under  I6) 

127 

Total 

166 

The  follov/ing  table  records  immunisation  against  polioi^yelitis 
for  the  past  five  years 


Initial  Courses 

Hunstanton  U.D. 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

67 

73 

44 

30 

. . 39 

Re -inforcing 

Hunstanton  U.D. 

50. 

60 

45 

-167_ 

127 
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Smallpox  Vaccination 


Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  made  available  by  the  County 
Council  as  the  administering  Health  authority,  and  is  routinely 
offered  to  all  children  between  the  first  and  second  birthdays. 

Re -vaccination  is  given  on  request. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations,  by  age 
groups,  carried  out  in  Hunstanton  Urban  District  in  1970. 


Hunstanton  U.D. 

Primary 

Re -vac c . 

0 

- 3 

months 

3 

- 6 

tr 

- 

- 

6 

- 9 

1! 

- 

- 

9 

- 12 

ft 

- 

- 

1 

year 

6 

- 

2 

- 4 

years 

19 

1 

5 

- 14 

fl 

6 

11 

Total 

31 

12 

The  follo\7ing  table  shows  vaccination  against  smallpox,  in 
the  District,  for  the  past  five  years 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1970 

Primary 

0-3  months 

— 

1 

3 - 6 " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 - 9 " 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

9 - 12  " 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 year 

12 

21 

8 

10 

6 

2 - 4 years 

13 

22 

22 

16 

19 

5 - 14 

- 

1 

4 

3 

6 

Total 

26 

46 

37 

30 

31 

Re-Vaccinations  - Total 

11 

5 

12 
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Diphtheria,  IThoopin^  Gough  and  Tetanus 

None  of  these  diseases  occurred  in  the  District  in  the  year 
under  review. 

The  County  Council  is  the  health  authority  responsible  for  the 
organisation  of  immunisation  against  these  three  diseases. 
Immunisation  is  usually  commenced  in  infancy  when  the  child  is 
between  four  and  six  months  old.  It  is  mainly  given  as  ’Triple 
Antigen’,  thus  reducing  the  number  of  injections  a child  needs. 

The  antigens  given,  combined  in  a single  vaccine,  produce  a greater 
protection  to  each  disease  than  they  would  if  given  separately. 

Booster  injections  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus  are  offered  soon 
after  school  entry.  A further  booster  injection  against  tetanus 
is  offered  vfhile  the  child  is  attending  the  senior  school. 

The  following  table  gives  more  information  about 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  TThooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  in 
the  District  in  1970 • 


Hunstanton 

U.D. 

Triple 

Initial  immunisation 
Booster  injection 

37 

30 

Diphtheria/ 

Initial  immunisation 

Tetanus 

Booster  injection 

53 

Diphtheria 

Initial  immunisation 

Booster  injection 

- 

Tetanus 

Initial  immunisation 
Booster  injection 

2 

91 

The  following  table  shows  immunisation  against  these 
diseases  in  the  Urban  District,  for  the  past  5 years 


196^ 

196811969 

1970 

, Initial  immunisation 

® Booster  injection 

45 

62 

41 

26 

37 

43 

55 

35 

21 

30 

Diphtheria/initial  immunisation 

21 

1 

_ 

Tetanus  Booster  injection 

109 

53 

34 

30 

Diphtheria  Initial  immunisation 

Booster  injection 

10 

3 

1 

- 

- 

„ . Initial  immunisation 

e anus  Booster  injection 

9 

1 

10 

3 

2 

^ 

130 

161 

5I-. 
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SECTION 


III 


Duties: 


Contributed  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  responsible  for  all  of  the 
Statutory  duties  laid  dovm  by  the  Public  Health  Officers 

Regulations  1959 » and  in  addition  the  supervision  of  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  refuse,  cleansing  of  the  sea  front,  maintenance  of 
public  conveniences,  repair  and  maintenance  of  Council  houses  and 
administration  of  the  Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations,  The  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  and  The  Civic  Amenities  Act. 

Summary  of  Inspections  made  during  1970 

Public  Health  Acts: 

Nuisances 

40 

Dustbins 

12 

Infectious  Diseases 

5 

Disinfestation  of  Premises 

11 

Cesspools 

11 

Buildings 

5 

Old  People 

18 

102 

Housing  Acts; 

Inspecticns  and  Re-inspections 

48 

Improvement  Grants 

23 

Slum  Clearance 

153 

Caravan  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings 

• 

43 

Council  Houses; 

Repair  and  Maintenance 

210 

External  painting 

40 

Miscellaneous 

1 

251 

Food  and  Food  Premises: 

Inspection  of  Premises 

57 

Inspection  of  Stall s/Vehicles 

9 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

21 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods20  107 


C/fwd  656 
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other  Matters; 


B/  f wd  656 


Factories  Act  Administration  1 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  I52 
Petroleum  Act  and  Regulations  20 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests,  Act  27 
Pet  Animals  Act  1 
Refuse:- 

Storage, Collect ion  and  Disposal  I51 
Public  Conveniences 

Maintenance  and  Cleansing  162 
Sea  Front  Cleansing  I36 
Allotment  Gardens  11 
Civic  Amenities  Act  12 
ITater  Supply  7 


Total  : 


680 

1,336 


^TRITTM  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THS  YEAR  1970 


Outstanding 

Served 

Complied 

from  1969 

during 

with  during 

1970 

1970 

Informal 

Public  Health  Acts  1936  and  ) 

1961. 

) 

3 

7 

8 

Housing  Acts  1957-1969 

- 

- 

Caravan  Sites  Act  i960 

Pood  Hygiene  (General)  ' 

) 

8 

2 

23 

2 

29 

Regulations  i960.  ^ 

I 

Pood  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and^ 
Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations) 

1967. 

) 

Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests 

Act, 1949. 

- 

1 

1 

Offices,Shops' and  Railway  1 

1 

0 

42 

8 

Premises  Act, 1963.  ) 

1 

C. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,1967. 

- 

1 

1 

Statutory 

Public  Health  Acts  1936  and  I96I, 

— 

Civic  Amenities  Act  1967* 

- 

- 

- 

YJATER  SUPPLY 

YTater  is  drawn  from  shallow  springs  at  Old  Hunstanton  near 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  Urban  district.  It  is  chlorinated  and 
pumped  to  a water  tower  which  supplies  a pii)ed  water  service  through- 
out the  district.  The  North-Uest  Norfolk  Water  Board  is  the 
authority  responsible  for  maintenance  and  supply. 
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DBAINAGE 


During  the  year  a contractor  hired  hy  the  Council  emptied 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks  of  ten  properties  which,  because  of 
unfavourable  levels  or  distance,  cannot  be  connected  to  the  public 
sewers . 

BEFUSE  COLLBCTIOH  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  frequency  of  collections  throughout  the  district  has  been 
maintained  as  in  previous  years,  i.e.  eveiy  property  received  a 
weekly  collection  and  many  business  properties  two  or  more 
collections  as  necessary.  The  caravan  sites,  with  the  exception 
of  Manor  Park  and  the  chalets,  were  collected  twice  weekly  throughout 
the  simmer . 

Once  again  the  very  high  standard  of  the  service  is  worthy 
of  mention,  although  with  the  noticeable  increase  in  the  bulk  of 
refuse  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  the  stan- 
dard v/ith  the  present  resources.  The  sudden  large  influx  of 
visitors  places  a considerable  strain  on  men  and  machines, and  it  is 
to  the  credit  of  the  cleansing  staff  that  the  frequency  of 
collection  is  maintained.  The  national  selective  strike  of  Local 
Government  workers  late  in  the  year  did  not  affect  Hunstanton. 

Two  refuse  vehicles  are  in  general  operation,  and  in  April 
the  older  of  the  two  dual  tip  vehicles  was  replaced  by  an  Eagle 
Compressload,  continuous  loading  vehicle.  The  new  vehicle  effected 
a considerable  saving  in  time  and  the  improved  loading  system  eased 
the  strain  on  the  loaders  of  emptying  the  bins  into  the  vehicle. 

Both  vehicles  were  used  throughout  the  summer,  but  it  is  possible  to 
lay-up  the  older  vehicle  during  the  winter,  and  carry  out  all 
collections  with  the  new  vehicle. 

The  problems  associated  with  the  refuse  tip  continued  during 
the  year  and  efforts  to  lock  the  tip,  to  prevent  itinerant  dumping, 
proved  to  be  unsuccessful.  There  has  been  no  decrease  in  un- 
authorised tipping,  particularly  of  soil,  which  reduces  the 
effective  tipping  area  available  and  restricts  access,  with  a 
resultant  increase  in  the  levelling  costs  which  would  otherv7ise  be 
incurred. 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT 


One  vehicle  was  removed  by  the  owner  after  informal  action. 
SEA  FRONT  CLEANSING 

As  in  previous  years  the  litter  baskets  on  the  sea  front 
were  emptied  by  the  refuse  collectors  and  seasonal  workers  vrere 
employed  to  clear  loose  litter.  On  public  holidays, and  some  week- 
ends, some  members  of  the  Coiincil's  normal  labour  force  were 
recruited  to  supplement  the  efforts  of  the  cleansing  staff. 
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SEk  FROMT  CIEANSDTG 


Cont'd. 


A mini-tractor  with  grass  cutting  and  sweeping  attachments 
was  purchased,  and  from  trials  seemed  to  have  a promising  potential 
for  sweeping.  It  was  not  used  seriously  on  cleansing  during  the 
year,  hut  it  is  hoped  that  during  1971  it  will  he,  to  improve  the 
method  of  cleansing,  particularly  on  the  Promenade. 

Due  to  the  unsat isf act oiy  nature  of  the  wire  baskets, 
the  Council  decided  to  experiment  \7ith  a precast  concrete  litter 
hin,  which  housed  a fibre  glass,  unperforated  inner  container. 

The  new  bins  were  sited  around  The  Green  and,  together  with  an 
improvement  in  the  method  of  grass  cutting,  and  greater  attention 
to  paper  picking,  a considerable  improvement  was  effected  in  the 
cleanliness  of  the  central  grassed  area. 

Like  1969*  the  summer  was  happily  a very  fine  one,  and 
the  volume  of  litter  deposited  by  the  public  reached  considerable 
proportions,  ''’^ith  the  increase  in  the  number  and  type  of 
disposable  containers,  and  the  apparent  lassitude  on  the  part  of  a 
number  of  holidaymakers,  the  task  of  clearance  of  litter  is  an 
arduous  and  expensive  one.  In  these  days  of  rising  costs,  it  seems 
so  futile  to  incur  considerable  expenditure  because  of  the 
laziness,  or  lack  of  thought  of  people  when  adequate  provisions  for 
the  deposit  of  litter  are  provided. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

The  visits  recorded  under  this  section  included 
inspections  for  disrepair  in  houses,  accumulations  of  junk  and 
refuse,  defective  sanitary  conveniences,  choked  or  defective 
drains,  dustbins,  and  to  arrange  for  and  supervise  the  emptying 
of  cesspools  within  the  district. 

One  house  v/as  satisfactorily  treated  for  an  infestation 
of  ants  and  an  infestation  of  ants  in  a caravan  site  liras  also 
dealt  with.  One  caravan  was  heavily  infested  vrith  fleas  and  was 
satisfactorily  treated,  not  without  some  difficulty. 

HOUSING 
(a)  General 


During  the  year  Closing  Orders  were  made  on  two  houses 
and  one  flat  comprising  underground  rooms.  The  tenant  of  the  base- 
ment flat  was  rehoused  by  the  Council,  and  work  had  commenced  at 
the  end  of  the  year  on  the  two  houses,  to  make  these  fit  for 
habitation. 

Inspections  were  made  at  the  request  of  a neighbouring 
authority  seeking  information  of  the  accommodation  of  persons 
seeking  rehousing. 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  discovered. 
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HOUSING 


Cont * d 


(b)  Improvement  Grants 


The  Housing  Act  19^9 » vdiich  increased  the  amount  of 
grant  available  and  extended  their  scope  began  to  show  its  effect 
during  the  year.  Nine  grants  were  approved  for  the  total  sum  of 
£1,751»  a-s  follo\7s:- 

Improvement  Grants  7 £1»435  * 

Standard  Grants  2 £ 280 

* Includes  one  grant  of  25^0. 

Two  grants  were  paid  and  the  owner  of  one  property 
indicated  his  intention  not  to  carry  out  the  improvement.  One 
application  for  an  Improvement  gi:ant  ivas  refused,  on  the  grounds 
that  the  cost  of  the  improvement  approached  the  cost  of  replacing 
the  dwelling  with  one  of  comparable  accommodation. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

The  survey  of  the  Urban  District  which  was  commenced 
towards  the  end  of  19^9  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  subject 
to  detailed  inspections  of  the  areas, there  are  92  houses 
comprising  13  areas  which  would  seem  to  require  action  under 
Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act, 1957* 

Of  the  above,  three  areas  have  been  submitted  to  the  Council, 

as  follows 

Hunstanton  (No.l)  (Southend  Road)  Clearance  Area, 1970 

Comprising  eighteen  houses  in  three  terraces  of 
six  houses  on  the  east  side  of  Southend  Road. 

Hunstanton  (No»2)  (Southend  Road)  Clearance  Area,1970 

Comprising  a terrace  of  three  houses  on  the  west 
side  of  Southend  Road. 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  accept  the  recommendation 
that  the  above  areas  should  be  dealt  with  under  Part  III  of  the 
Housing  Act, 1957*  and  Architects  have  been  instructed  to 
prepare  a scheme  of  development  of  five  person  dwellings  and  old 
peoples  dwellings  which  would  provide  accommodation  for  people 
displaced  from  the  above  areas.  At  the  appropriate  time  a formal 
resolution  will  be  made,  and  submitted  to  the  Minister. 

Hunstanton  (No. 3)  (The  Terrace)  Clearance  Area, 1970 

The  Council  formally  resolved  this  to  be  a clearance 
area,  and  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  Minister.  The  area  com- 
prises a shop  with  living  accommodation  above,  and  four  other 
dwellings,  only  one  of  which  is  presently  occupied. 
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New  Houses 


Private  Builders  completed  69  new  dwellings  during  the 
year  and  a fiurther  17  houses  and  8 flats  were  under  construction  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 


Council  Houses 


The  number  of  properties  remains  unchanged  and 
consists  of  the  following  types 


bedroom  houses 

64 

bedroom  houses 

74 

bedroom  bimgalows 

12 

bedroom  bungalows 

5 

bedroom  flats 

28 

bedroom  flats 

i 

187 


The  Council  owns  an  additional  four  houses  let  to 

employees. 


Repair  and  maintenance  of  the  houses  was  carried 
out  by  the  direct  labour  force. 

The  Council  agreed  that  external  painting  should 
be  carried  out  by  direct  labour, and  during  the  year  fifty-six 
houses  were  painted.  The  cost  of  painting  increased,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  period  between  painting  can  be  extended  from  four 
years  to  five,  and  by  improving  the  quality  of  the  painting  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  maintenance  required  to  the  external  woodwork. 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CAI.!PING  GROUNDS 


There  are  seven  caravan  sites,  two  of  them  owned  by 
the  Council, T/ithin  the  Urban  District,  all  of  which  are  licensed 
for  occupation  only  during  the  summer  months.  One  of  the 
privately-owned  sites  has  an  adjacent  area  on  which  tents  are  per- 
mitted. 


A generally  good  standard  is  maintained  and  no  un- 
licensed caravans  were  found,  other  than  those  exempt  under  the 
Act. 


The  Annual  Survey  in  August  showed  that  there  were 
1*499  caravans  and  189  tents  compared  with  1,424  ati'i  153 
respectively  in  1969?  an  increase  of  just  over  59^  of  caravans  on 
the  previous  year. 

Holiday  Chalets,  which  numbered  64,  were  included 

in  the  survey. 
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FOOD  AED  DRUGS  ACT.  1955 

(a)  Food  Premises 


Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  a number  of  verbal  and  v/ritten  notices  were  issued,  in  order 
to  secure  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
i960,  and  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Deliveiy  Vehicles) 
Regulations , 196? • 

Legal  proceedings  which  were  authorised  in  I969  in 
respect  of  a restaurant,  resulted  in  four  convictions  for 
offences  under  the  Regulations. 

There  are  in  the  Urban  District  around  120  premises 
to  which  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  apply.  Generally 
the  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  is  satisfactory.  The 
premises  in  which  a standard  higher  than  that  required  by  the 
Regulations  are,  in  the  main,  those  which  are  open  all  the  year 
round.  There  are,  however,  a few  mainly  seasonal  establishments 
which  are  satisfied  with  the  minimum  standard,  with  the  constant 
danger  of  falling  below  the  standard  required.  There  is  constant 
difficulty  of  carrying  out  regular  inspections  during  the  short 
time  that  these  premises  are  open  during  the  summer,  at  a time  when 
they  are  busy,  and  inspections  are  in  the  main  unwelcome  and  looked 
upon  as  a hindrance. 


It  is  a pity  that  the  general  public  are  not  more  aware 
of  the  need  for  hygiene  and  cleanliness,  for  the  lack  of 
patronage  of  the  premises  with  a lesser  standard  would  serve  as  a 
salutary  lesson  to  those  traders  who  are  satisfied  with  a low  standard. 


(b)  Food  Inspections 


Four  visits  were  made  to  examine  unsound  food,  and  the 
following  were  suirendered  voluntarily; 


Meat  and  Offal 
Canned  Meat 

total  weight 
Biscuits 


43  lbs. 

17  tins  “ 

71  lbs  - 12  oz. 
21  lbs. 


One  complaint  after  Christmas  of  an  unsound  Turkey 
returned  to  the  retailer, was  not  considered  to  be  justified. 


Four  complaints  of  unsound  food,  or  food  containing 
foreign  bodies, were  investigated  and  no  formal  action  was  found  to 
be  necessary. 

(c)  Meat  Inspection 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
and  all  meat  sold  within  the  district  is  inspected  before  delivery. 
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(d)  Manufacture  of  Sausages  and  Preserved  Food 


There  are  four  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act, 1955?  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  other  meat 
products*  All  form  part  of  butchers'  shops  and  all  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(e)  Ice  Cream 


The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act, 1955?  is  41* 

(f)  Shellfish 

No  cockles  or  mussels  were  known  to  be  taken  for  sale  from 
the  beaches  vdthin  the  district  during  the  year.  A sample  of  shell- 
fish submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  was  found  to  be  un- 
satisfactoiy.  Investigations  into  the  source  of  the  shellfish 
revealed  that  it  was  landed  and  processed  in  an  adjoining  district, 
and  effoirts  are  being  made  by  the  Public  Health  Department  there  to 
bring  about  an  improvement  in  the  handling  and  processing  methods. 
Subsequent  samples  from  the  same  shop  showed  a considerable  improve- 
ment, and  observations  will  be  continued. 

(g)  Milk  and  Dairies 


There  are  no  milk  bottling  or  treatment  plants  and  all  milk 
sold  within  the  district  was  treated.  Three  premises  are  registered 
as  dairies,  and  fourteen  as  milk  distributors  under  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act, 1955?  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations, 1955* 

(h)  Poultry 

There  are  no  poultiy  packing  stations  or  premises 
registered  under  the  Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act,1967?  within  the 
Urban  District. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  accepted  a recommendation  to  employ  private 
Contractors  for  Rodent  Control  and  they  commenced  treatments  on 
1st  April. 

Fifty-eight  complaints  were  dealt  with,  which  showed  a 
decrease  for  the  second  year  running.  No  serious  infestations  were 
found. 

FACTORIES 

The  district  is  non  industrial  and  the  majority  of  premises 
to  which  the  Factories  Acts  apply  consist  of  Garages  and  builders 
workshops.  Additionally  there  is  a vegetable  preparation  factory  and 
a printing  works.  No  notices  were  served  for  infringements  of  those 
sections  of  the  Acts  administered  by  the  District  Council. 
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Tt7o  premises  were  registered  during  the  year,  and  one 
closed  domi.  The  number  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises 
remains  about  the  same. 

Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year  inspections  were  carried 
out  of  all  premises  other  than  food  shops,  which  are  registered 
under  the  Act.  It  was  distressing  to  find  that  contraventions  were 
noted  in  Ufo  of  the  shops  inspected.  Twenty-eight  informal 
notices  were  served  for  a total  of  seventy-six  contraventions,  the 
majority  of  which  concerned  faulty  or  inadequate  facilities  for 
hand  washing,  sanitary  accommodation  and  first  aid  boxes. 

It  is  quite  surprising  that  seven  years  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  the  majority  of  shopkeepers  seem  unaware  of 
their  obligations  towards  their  employees,  and  some  are  even  un- 
aware of  the  Act  itself. 

Legal  proceedings  commenced  in  19^9  against  a 
restaurant  resulted  in  convictions  for  two  offences  under  the  Act. 

PUBLIC  COITVENIEITCES 


The  Council  owns  a total  of  seven  blocks  of  public 
conveniences,  in  addition  to  a further  three  blocks  for  use  by 
occupiers  of  its  caravan  sites.  I am  happy  to  report  that 
vandalism  was  light  and  no  serious  damage  was  incurred  in  this 
direction. 


As  a result  of  decimalisation  of  the  currency  the  coin 
locks  on  all  conveniences  were  either  converted  to  accept  the  new 
penny  or  where  conversion  i?as  not  possible  new  locks  were  installed 
The  work  of  conversion  was  completed  on  all  blocks  by  the  end  of 
the  year, with  the  exception  of  the  block  which  is  kept  open  through 
out  the  winter. 

The  oldest  block  of  conveniences  on  the  south  Shore 
Caravan  Site  had  deteriora-ted  to  such  a degree  that  the  Council 
has  agreed  to  major  repairs  being  carried  out,  to  be  completed 
before  the  commencement  of  the  1971  season. 

Pour  blocks  of  toilets  were  decorated  internally  and 
four  externally  during  the  year.  TJhen  the  repairs  to  the  caravan 
site  block  are  completed,  half  of  the  toilet  blocks  will  have 
been  decorated  and  it  is  hoped  to  decorate  the  remainder  next  year. 

The  conversion  of  the  disused  block  of  toilets  for  use 
by  people  confined  to  wheelchairs  did  not  materialise,  mainly  due 
to  the  pressure  of  work  in  other  directions.  The  Chronically  Sick 
and  Disabled  Persons  Act  1970  came  into  operation  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  although  not  applying  to  existing  buildings,  it  was 
stated  in  a circular  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  Social  Seciirity, 
that  the  "underlying  intention  of  the  Act  is  to  remove  barriers 
to  mobility"  and  suggests  alteration  of  existing  public  buildings 
where  useful  alterations  can  be  effected  at  reasonable  expense  by 
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use  of  ramps  and  handrails  and  by  widening  doors.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  proposals  to  alter  the  bathing  pool  block  may  still  yet  be 
made. 
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APPENDIX 


Factories  Act, 1961 

Animal  report  for  1970  under  Section  153(l)  of  the  Factories 
Part  I of  the  Act 

(l)  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector). 


No.  on 

Number 

of 

Premises 

(1) 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

V7ritten 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 

tions  l,2,3t4  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

(ii)Factories  not  included  in 

2 

1 

(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(iii) Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 

5 

the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers' 
premises) 

Total 

7 

1 

- 

- 

(2)  No  Defects  were  found  under  the  following  categories  j- 

T7ant  of  Cleanliness  (^•^) 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (s.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.?)  s 
(a^  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes. 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 


Part  VTII  of  the  Act  (Sections  133  aJid  134) 

Outwork 

There  were  no  outworkers  employed  in  the  district. 
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